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Carol Ely Biography 

 
Carol Ely, Ph.D., has worked for and consulted for museums in Boston, Charlottesville and 
Louisville, including the Paul Revere House, the Charles River Museum of Industry, the Virginia 
Discovery Museum and The Speed Art Museum.  She was the first director of the New England 
Quilt Museum in Lowell, Massachusetts.  Her doctoral work at Brandeis University focused on 
the role of household textile production in industrializing New England.  Ely is currently 
executive director of Historic Locust Grove, a late 18th-century plantation in Louisville, 
Kentucky; and she teaches in the public history program at the University of Louisville. 
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