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Marcie Cohen Ferris Biography

Marcie Cohen Ferris worked in the field of museums and public history for more than 20 years.
She is now an associate professor of American Studies at the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill. She is the author of Matzoh Ball Gumbo: Culinary Tales of the Jewish South (UNC
Press, 2005). Matzoh Ball Gumbo was nominated for the 2006 James Beard Foundation Award
in the category of Writings on Food, and was also recognized by the International Association of
Culinary Professionals with its 2006 Jane Grigson Award for distinguished scholarship in
research and presentation. Ferris is co-editor of Jewish Roots in Southern Soil: A New History
(University Press of New England, 2006). She is currently at work on a social history of food in
the American South. Ferris’s research and teaching interests include the history of the Jewish
South, food in American culture, American Jewish women’s history, and the material culture of
the American South. In 2007, Ferris received the University of North Carolina’s Tanner Award
for Excellence in Undergraduate Education. Ferris is the past president of the Southern
Foodways Alliance.
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